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Erasmus Mundus Master in Quality in Analytical Laboratories (EMQAL)
6th Meeting of the Programme Committee 
(Department of Analytical Chemistry, Faculty of Chemistry,

University of Barcelona (UB), 3rd July 2013)
Minutes
1) Welcome
Prof. María Callejón (Vice-rector for International Policy of UB), Prof. Pere Lluis Cabot (Dean of the Faculty of Chemistry of UB) and Prof. Martí Rosés (Head of the Department of Analytical Chemistry of UB) open the meeting with a welcome to the assistants and some introductory words highlighting the great interest of UB in EMQAL.
2) Overview of the EMQAL programme and previous editions
Isabel Cavaco (IC), EMQAL Coordinator, summarizes the structure, organization and figures of merit of EMQAL along the first 5 editions. IC focus in the quality indicators and the achievements of EMQAL. A special mention is devoted to the very positive evaluation of EMQAL by JOQAR, a pilot programme of Erasmus Mundus Action 3 for evaluation of European joint master courses. Only four EMMCs were selected by JOQAR to be evaluated, among them EMQAL. IC also highlights the reselection (in the 2012 call) of EMQAL by EACEA inside the Erasmus Mundus Programme for 5 additional editions.
Concerning the challenges for future of EMQAL, the economical sustainability appears as the most important one if the number of EM grants is decreasing progressively, as expected.

3) Overview of the 2012/13 course

Miguel Palma (MP), Programme Director of EMQAL 2013-15 edition, summarizes the main aspects of the 5th edition. Initially 81 modules were offered, but finally 11 modules were cancelled by the low number (< 4) of students interested in them. The number of students has been of 15, and the course has taught in UCa without any remarkable problem or incidence. 
4) The new EMQAL project and 2013/15 edition
Miquel Esteban (ME), new Coordinator of EMQAL, and Àngels Sahuquillo (AS), Programme Director of 2013/15 edition, summarizes the main aspects of the new EMQAL project and the preparation of the 6th edition, respectively. ME focus in the main differences of the new project (EMQAL2) respect to the present one (EMQAL1). EMQAL2 is a 120 ECTS (2 years master), with one year of Master Thesis, and the consortium has been increased to 8 partners (with the incorporation of two universities of Brazil and Russia) and ca. 20 Associated Partners. Both changes will greatly increase the possibilities for students mobility and common Master Thesis (done in more than one institution). 

For the 2013-15 edition, 232 candidates applied to the selection process: 118 were considered as eligible candidates. Of these applicants, 109 candidates correspond to Category A and 9 to Category B. The number of EM grants for next course is 6 of Category A, 3 for special geographical windows (also of Cat A type) and 4 of Category B. The number of modules initially offered to the students will be of 70, and the number of research master Thesis projects of 37. 
5) Master employment survey: participation of EMQAL
Anna Prades (AP), from AQU-Catalunya, introduced a new project of that agency focus in a Master employment survey for alumni after 3 years of the completion of their master. AP highlighted the interest of AQU-Catalunya in the participation of EMQAL in that survey. The details of the project must be still defined, and further contacts will take place.

6) Coffee break 

7) EMQAL students’ representatives intervention

Edgar Magas and Carlos Gonçalves, representatives of the EMQAL 2012-14 edition students, presented the students point of view of the 2012-13 course. The students pointed out that the program was well designed, the course is very useful, the research Master Thesis projects distribution was transparent and on time and that the coordination at UCa was very good.

Concerning the points to be improved, the students focused in the English proficiency, the interactive way of teaching and the communication after modules (by email) of some lecturers. Students also ask for more exercises at class, especially for some of the Data Analysis modules, to better understand the theory.

Students should like to have more recreational activities organized by EMQAL for better interaction with other students.

8) External examiners

Alice Newton (AN) points out that she did not receive the EB reports because of some internet problems.

Carme Navarro (CM) presented a positive report of EMQAL for the period analysed, but asked for a better definition of the tasks of the External Examiners.

9) Open discussion

Adelina Gomes (AG) did a short presentation of the new ISO 15189 (2012) norm for clinical laboratories focus in the management by processes, including new parts on ethical conduct to avoid conflict of interest, evaluation and audits of Risk management, and reporting of results.
A large discussion on the interest to include in EMQAL some module concerning Risk Assessment takes place, with some divergences on the orientation of this module for a master as EMQAL. However, it is concluded to program a new module on Risk management for laboratories. UB will take care for looking for a proper lecturer for this. Concerning the module descriptor of this module, it will be consensued with the experts in the field present in this meeting. 

Marina Tavares (MT) informs that University of Sao Paulo will be included in some of the research master thesis projects proposed by GUT for the next EMQAL edition. Also two new common research projects of UAlg and UB will be also included for 2014-2016 EMQAL.

It is informed the intention to include additional Associated Partners in the next future: Bergen College of Engineering, University of Newcastle (Australia) and Universidade Estadual de São Paulo “Julio de Mesquita Filho” (Sorocaba, Brazil). 

AG suggests to include an university from South Africa as Associated Partner in the future. She will be asked for providing any contact point.
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